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A review of the progress of a semester's study in a consoli-
dated school in a small town illustrates how good pre-planning
engaged the parents' participation from the beginning of the
year to the conclusion of the experiences.
A SEVENTH GRADE, THEIR MOTHERS, AND THEER TEACHERS WORK
TOGETHER
During the week preceding the opening of school Miss May,
of C. school undertook to know the pupils of her seventh grade
group better than she had known other groups. She first studied
the cumulative records of the thirty boys and girls who would be
in the class. She visited the homes of those whom she knew the
least, having to drive into the country to reach some pupils. In
this way she learned about their out-of-school interests and more
immediate problems. When school opened, the mothers of the
pupils were invited to a tea where they became acquainted and
learned something of each others' interests and talked of school
and local situations. Some of the general problems of the chil-
dren were raised in the large group discussion which Miss May led.
As an outgrowth of this meeting some of the mothers called upon
those mothers who had not attended the meeting to discover their
points of view, and to interest them in coming to the school at a
later time.
As soon as possible a second meeting was held at which the
group was organized and plans were made for the year. In prep-
aration for it Miss May outlined certain large areas of interest that
had developed in previous years. This outline served as a starting
point for the day's discussion. The actual curriculum of the chil-
dren was not determined for it was agreed that this must be done
by the children,, working with Miss May and others involved in
the specific projects. However, there was general agreement that
certain values in personal and home living especially needed to be
considered. Programs of participation by the parents 'were also
decided upon. Days were selected when each mother was avail-
able for observation and for assisting in the classroom and with
field trips. A social program for the year was tentatively planned.
As frequently happens in the fall of the year, the children be-
came interested in the preservation of foods because at school and